MANCHESTER CITY
‘THE FINAL STRETCH’

TACTICAL STILLS FROM THE FINAL 20 MATCHES
FROM THE 2021-2020 CAMPAIGN

2021 — 2020
PREMIER LEAGUE CHAMPIONS




STRATEGY REFERS TO POSITIONAL AFFORDANCES ON THE FIELD,
THIS IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH POSITIONS OR POSITIONAL
PLAY, BUT MORE SO HOW A COACH CHOOSES TO DIVIDE ZONES
ON THE FIELD AND WHAT VALUES YOU ATTRIBUTE TO THESE
ZONES. THIS PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN INDIVIDUAL, GROUP AND
COLLECTIVE REFERENCING AS WELL AS PRINCIPLE
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN YOUR DESIRED STYLE OF PLAY.
MOREOVER, THE QUESTION OF HOW THESE ZONAL VALUES VARY
WHEN PLAYING WITH OR AGAINST THE BALL AS WELL AS DURING
TRANSITION MOMENTS OF THE GAME. FOR EXAMPLE WHAT VALUE
IS GIVEN TO THE FLANKS VS THE CENTER OF THE PITCH DURING
TRANSITIONS, WHEN PRESSING, OR WHEN DECIDING THE IDEAL
ZONES TO OCCUPY OR TO ARRIVE IN DURING POSITIONAL
ATTACKS.
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“WHEN THEY PLAY COMPACT AND WE CHANGE POSITIONS, THEY WILL JUST STAY IN THEIR DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. THEY WILL
PICK THE ATTACKER UP ONLY AT THE MOMENT THE BALL CAN BE PLAYED. AT LEAST WHEN IT IS A GOOD OPPONENT, AGAINST

WEAKER TEAM’S POSITIONAL CHANGES MAY BE AN OPTION TO BREAK THE DEFENSE. |, HOWEVER, BELIEVE THAT A PLAYER

SHOULD BE ABLE TO OPERATE FROM HIS POSITION. THIS POSITION IS, HOWEVER, NOT BOUND TO A LINE. THE POSITION IS
ABOUT AREAS IN WHICH A PLAYER SHOULD AND MUST PLAY.”’

-Louls VAN GAAL




@RYIANNISTSALA

“THE GREATER THE NUMBER OF SUCH MINI-MODELS IN
THE TEAMS ARSENAL, THE FASTER AND MORE
UNEXPECTEDLY THEY VARY WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK
OF THE GAME MODEL CHOSEN FOR A MATCH IN
GENERAL AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OPPONENT IN PARTICULAR.”

~- VALERIY LOBANOVSKYI
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AS ALWAYS WITH ALL LEARNING AND REFLECTIONS DO
NOT OVERLY IDENTIFY WITH IT AS ALL MODELS ARE
WRONG, THEY ARE IMPERFECT, OVERSIMPLIFIED VERSIONS
OF REALITY, ONLY REALITY IS REALITY. OR BETTER AS
CHUNG-TZU PUT IT ‘THE PERFECT PERSON EMPLOYS THIER
MIND AS A MIRROR, IT GRASPS NOTHING, IT REFUSES
NOTHING, IT RECEIVES, BUT DOES NOT KEEP.’
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